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State Parks made great strides in preserving our stateôs natural resources. The Bloede Dam at Patapsco Valley State Park was 
successfully removed, effectively restoring and opening 60 miles of river habitat, including the mainstem and many tributaries, 
to anadromous and resident fish. Our dedicated Maryland Conservation Corps crews worked across the state to mitigate the 
impact of invasive plants, reforest over 300 acres, and establish 300 acres of pollinator habitat.   
 
Interpreting outstanding natural, cultural and historical resources is another important component of the Maryland Park Service 
mission. Our interpretive programs reached over 266,000 park visitors in 2019, including over 1,000 Spanish-speaking visitors 
participating in our ñEs Mi Parqueò program. In partnership with the Girl Scouts of America, we hosted the first annual ñGirl 
Scouts Love State Parksò weekend. Also, visitors to Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad State Park viewed a new orientation 
film honoring the life and work of Harriet Tubman, who risked all in the name of freedom and equality.  
 
Visitors enjoyed enhanced amenities at several popular State Parks in 2019. Wolf Den Run State Park celebrated its grand 
opening, major upgrades were made to the Fair Hill NRMA equestrian facilities, a comprehensive sand dune / campground 
realignment project was completed at Assateague State Park, and stunning new trails opened at Deep Creek Lake and Palmer 
State Parks. Seeing our visitors enjoy these wonderful resources has been quite fulfilling! 
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 A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT  

2019 was a banner year in many respects. The Maryland Park Service was 

recognized by the National Recreation and Parks Association as a finalist for the 2019 National 
Gold Medal Award for Excellence in Park and Recreation Management. The value and 
importance of State Parks was reflected yet again in our park attendance number, which grew 
to 14.9 million, a 1.5 million increase over the prior year. We completed numerous legacy 
projects including opening Wolf Den Run State Park, our first park for off-road vehicles, and 
renovating the historic Sang Run Election House, the oldest polling place of its type in the 
region. All of these accomplishments were achieved in the midst of real challenges, including  
a tornado that struck Elk Neck State Park.  

  

2019 was indeed a banner year thanks to our hard-working, skilled and dedicated staff 
and the volunteers and partners who support them. I look forward to all the 
great things we will accomplish together over the next year. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MISSION  of the Maryland Park 

Service is to manage the natural, cultural, 
historical and recreational resources to 

provide for wise stewardship and    
enjoyment by people.  

 WHO WE ARE 
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OUR BRAND PROMISE:  
 

�x Nourish the well -being of children in ways 
that only nature can provide.  

�x Connect people to the beauty and serenity 
of nature in safe and welc oming places 
that  belong to them.  

�x Reveal historical sites and relics that tell 
inspiring stories that give context and 
meaning to our lives today.  

�x Leave people feeling stress -free, even 
revitalize d, and with happy memories to 
sustain them.  

�x Create places to relax in the reassuring 
presence of a friendly and dedicated park 
ranger who inspires and supports a desire 
to be a good steward of the Earth.  
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